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comparatively new, or at least have been realized only recently. Mines,
water power, and recreation, for example, were not one tenth as impor-
tant a century ago as they are now. Hence today the value of mountains
is appreciated far more than formerly.
Civilization in Plains
In spite of all this, plains and lowlands are still of much more value
than mountains. When plains are mentioned, we think of prosperous
people living in flourishing villages among fertile fields and rich farms,
or else in thriving cities. The people of the farms and villages may be
conservative, but not so much so as those of the mountains.
As we think of plains, we recall the growth of early civilization in the
fertile plains of Egypt, Mesopotamia, and elsewhere. We realize that
today the great nations of the world all have their densest population
and greatest cities in the plains, or at least in the lowlands where the
slopes are gentle. Think of the world's great cities: London, Paris, Berlin,
Leningrad, Vienna, Budapest, Constantinople, Bombay, Calcutta, Peiping,
Tokyo, Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Aires, New York, Chicago, and many
others. Not one of them is actually among the mountains, although some
like Rio de Janeiro, Bombay, and Vienna, are close to their foot. Even
cities that are high up, such as Johannesburg, Nairobi, Mexico City,
Denver, Quito, and La Paz, seek level land or at least the bottoms of
valleys. The plains of the world, together with the lowlands where the
slopes are gentle, are evidently the most desirable places for human habi-
tation and progress.
Kinds of Relief
Three Great Types of Mountains. The wrinkling and uplifting of
the earth's crust have produced several kinds of mountains. One kind
is caused by long breaks or faults extending hundreds of miles. The two
sides of the fault move differently, so that one finally may stand thou-
sands of feet higher than the other, thus forming a tilted bloc\ mountain.
Such mountains are generally steep on the faulted side and more gentle
on the other. The Wasatch Range in Utah, for example, has a steep
fault face on the west side and a gender slope toward the east. In the
Sierra Nevadas the reverse is true. Other mountains are formed by a
wavelike folding of the crust as in the Jura Mountains of France, where
each ridge represents a wave. Such simple folded mountains, however,
are rare. Most great mountain ranges consist of a crumpled mixture of
folds and fault blocks. Often the blocks have been pushed in various
directions or even one over another. The structure o£ these complex

